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Unleas yout have been i a coma for
e paet couple of weeks you will ma
Bl Rave motieed et in the el
nesspapers of wne preity s antily ¢t

Iadies  Oeneler Mlyoes Panci
Vineherg and Moarca Hollando, all
pasong thiough whore clse - the

Prime Minister's office

e play prowiises 1o 1 Tight hearted,
but long Ixcfore the curtain opens and the
Trime Minicter steps onl, 2 numher of
people have been hand at work (o put this
play together

1 had ihe pleasure of following the
carly development of the play from the
MM of auditions through to rehearsals
1100k notes conceming the varous steps
that are necessary 1o mounting sch a
prouction

Unfortunately, 1 could not attend the
final dress rehearsals due 10 press dead-
lines

Several facts emerged from my olwer
vatons. First of all, the people who

e e Kanaa 1)
N g vy family

Many o them e I W iuamy
Tomy Neyant have been i ihe i
wne
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TR over
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TAvn s ow membens ane canty ol
o

Secondly mobsaly mumde a ol bt
ok vy s happily W
Make the pristin fon 4w
members e ks
everyhaly evenally gone

ome st of the |
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The follawing are impressiony aml ob
SOAIONY 0 the prostiction of 1he play
10 the order they o urred

On Feh 20,14 people tumed ot 1o
Andition at the Neaverhrook Community
CentreThe night hefore, 25 people
ame ot Ronie Kenefonl, the director
of the play, and Joan Richie, prishcer,
were there 0 aversee the readings

Some actors were nervous and quict
Othere were nervous and not o quiet
Many were joking around with each
other. There are nine characters 1n this
play, five women and four men

Finally the awditons hegin. All the
actors try out for several pants. The
decisions as 0 who gets which part are
made that evenin

1 find mysell admiring the spunk of
those who try out. It can't be easy

Those people who form the produc
tion crew tackled a snowy evening to at
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ‘

Kanata Theatre will present the final play of the season next week.
“Pardon Me Prime Minister” will be performed at the Earl of March
High School at 8 p.m. nightly, May 10-13, with a special malinee
performance Saturday afternoon at 2 p.m. Kanata Theatre does not
always give a matinee performance bul this highly entertaining
comedy will be very popular; a farce to end the season

—

Nis hands ang 2p Nl with “lovety
e 3 production of Pargon Me, Prme
hapoy avout it
Tre piay opens at the Ezn of
13 nightly 21 8 pm. Matinee

BIll Wiltlams (1) and Tony Rryant work on the set for “Pardon Ma, Prime

Minister” which opans tomorrow al 8 PM at the Earl of March.

fend a meeting at Joan Ritchie's on
March 15

The many tasks invalved in the actual
production tsell include set design and
canstruction, sound, lighting, propertics,
furmishings, costumes, stage managing,
make up and cantinuity, better known 1o
us non-thespians as prompling

Also related 10 the production, in
more indirect manner, are the headings
of programs, publicity. photography and
box office.

The main theme of that night's meet
ing had 10 do with the nuts and balts of
the play, its mechanics.

There were impartant details 10 attend
10, like the problerm of the hit cigar which
must go in i desk drawer. How will thiy
be done?  Last time a cigar was it on
slage, some people in the audience
walked out.

Bill Willams came up with some
ideas for a sct design.

"Because iI's o furce,” he says, “we
need many doors.” He adds, “where clse
are all these scantily-clad ladies going o
hide?"

Another dewail:  the doors must open
downstage, so the ladies will actually be
hidden.

Having not read the play myself, it
came as a surprise 10 hear that goats”
eyes are needed as props.

Elsic Bryant, an old hand at all this,
says calmly, “there arc cockles and
muscles they sell in the supermarket that
ook just like goats" eyes.”

A whole new world was revealing it-
sell o me.

There are the technicalities 1o think
about, 0. is play won't be as
demanding as some of the others because
there will be no set changes.

In addition, there are only wo acts.
This should make the lighting and stage
managing fairly simple

Perhaps the greatest fun was discuss-
ing_costumes. O, for this play, the
taking off of costumes.

Everyone tried 1o visualize the dif-
ferent characters in their various states of
undress. The fogistics of creating a rip-
off skirt were discussed at length,  Will
velero be used?  Yeu'll have o see the

x.,

h
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Scantly clad Jenefer Haines in rehearsal for th.s week 8 Kanata Trea-
tre production of Pardon Me, Prime

begins tonignt at the Earl of March auditorum and runs unt! Satur.
day Tickels can be obtained at the box cffice

=Y __TTEBcanbe oblainec al the box office

r, The British sex farce

play 1 fimid out
On March R, acues practised bl
ing. This basically invalves having the

director ielp the actor with their parts
and perhaps mare imporanily ot this
point, get a notion of how (hey are u)
mave around the stage

Mocking for w furce is quite hard,”
ways Rosie, “but when all 1y done, 1t's
wreat fun.*

1 witch Rosie as she lierally nes
from one side of the stage 10 the ather

She reminded me of a bakethall
coach, urging her players on. In this
play, she directs hushand Brooke, who
plays the Prime Minisier

Agann, detnls are imponant. Resie,
who directs o play every other year, 1v
keen 10 spot i potential problem

“Use your nght hand, not your left
o you don't block the view,” e says 0
one of the liudics

Rove wsex a creative technique 1
solve a blocking problem - <he has the

verse his other lines. Simple and
very elfecuve

On April 27, in the bowels of the Fart
of March High School, the sis were
constructed.  Flats 12 feet high were
painted and camed all the way up to the
auditorium, where they were assembled

On the cvemng | was there, Bill and
Tony were cuting precisely measured
lengths of moulding on the table saw
The moulding embellishes the panelling
for the Prime Minister's Wedywood blue
office.

Previously, some other flats had been
paintcd with four-inch roller brushes
create background scenes

“Even the smaller designs are painted
with the roller brushes,” Bill says. "Ity
quite a skill,”

For the last two weeks 1in March and
all during the month of Apnil, rehearals
have been wking place, usually four
tmes a weck, cither at the Beaverbrook
Community Centre or the Earl of March
High Schoal.

Now, after having ghmpsed at the
side workings of the play, | will have s
the more fun situng back and waichuny
how it all unfolds on opening night




Theatre Review

Pardon Me Prime Minister delivers
on promises of sin and skin

e promotion for Pardon
Me Minisier. Kanata
Mearre’s final offerng of the
season, presented A different
young woman i her undorwear
cach tme you picked up the
paper and prohably pqued the
interest ol more than o few
theatre goers

The play delivered on it
promise ol skin in i farce
which saw the rather befuddled
Wil 1M George Venables
(Irooke Kenetond) chasing var
s hll-chad women around his
altice Mawever. the leader way
ot leeherons, hut simply trying
1o avoud (hiv impression o his

vollcagues by aliempting 1o
BIess evenyone who iy have
Ll it ity at 10 Dow ning St
A tathier comples sitation. and
one which has a more comvao
luted onpin

Ihe Pome Minster seems
quite content ot rather quie siry
s when hes overbearing,
Scoteh minister ol hinance
annonnced plans to ol Fogland
ol all ubverion (e hoore
P inis) tough eviensive
taxtion

Wowever. belore he can
announce the new budgel prop-
osal the 1P M is confronted by o
woman who cliims 1o be his
Wlegitimate danghter coneefven
during o wild campaign celehra-
o is “daughter.” an exotic
dincer, demands on behall of
hersellind her wranged mother

Kanata Theatre’s Iast

that he change the stutly aspecrs
oF the new  budpet wihich
threaten some of Brtain's more
hasic pleasures of she wil reyeal
all and bring down his povern
ment In i tense stand off. ay
found i most larces, she takey
ol most of her (lothes

Meanwhile the poor I M has
1o deal with scantly clad jour nal
Wis, wives, and secretaries aml
the Tully clothed, yet crusty
minter of finance

Pventually the budget |
serapped and the I M. escapesa
ronen scandal

The door-slamming. lingere
fashions show of a taree had
some goad performances
Mooke Kenelord  played the
humbling, tpplhng leader
exceedingly well and similarly
pood was Rob Johnstone as iy

prvate seeretary. Roduey
Camnpecl]
Neil Roben, « suibly

prouchy as Heetor Crammaond
the fiery. sell-rightenus finance
minister, who gets his come
uppance in (he end. Jenefer
Maynes played Shirley Springer
the crusading dancet (rom the
Litudo night club, who finds a
whole new use for the official
Mansard of parfiament

A light. and yet entertaining
farce, Pardon Me, Prime Minis
ter certaily did't lack pace
artiming However, it wmdeed a
farce and subseribes (o all the

season a hoot of a finale

By Suzanne Morcier
Kanata Kowier sogy

1 were 1o im
plement the kind of regime
demanded by the Exche
quer Hector Cramond  in
Pardon Me, Prime Mini-
ster”, the morality squad
would surely have ruided
Uie Earl of March High
School auditorium  last
Wednesday evemng

Kanata Theatre's open-

ing night prescatation of
Pardon Me, Prime Mini-
ster" was simply a hoot; a
tale of wo sexes, a farce
filled with fun,

Those attending the per-
formance  also  leamed
about the more practical
uses of Hansard (great for
governmental  cover-ups)
and how 1o make the same
red dress look good on
three different women,

When a play has only
onc sct, there must be a
great deal of action to keep |
up interest

This was certainly the
case in  the  Prime
Minister's office, tastcfully
decorated in Wedgwood |
bluc, which was the setting
for this play.

By the end of the ove-
ning,  Prime  Minister
(Brooke
Keneford) had  certainly
exercised, both mentally
and physically; he spent a
great deal of time running
door 10 door - all within
the confines of his office -
0 hide ladies dressed only
in their underwear,

Hector Cramond (Neil
Robertson), the stingy ex-
chequer coming close 1o i
apoplexy  himself, com-
menied  wryly that the |
Prime Minister "did not
have the luxury of having
a nervous  breakdown”,
though it would not have
surpriscd anyone if he had
one.

Through those various
doors passed @ number of
daring. ladies - convinc-
ingly played by Jenefer
Haynes, Paicia Vincberg
and Monica Hollands -

who bared their souls and ~ Springer.
their pasts, much to the Jencfer Haynes, as the

PM's  fmusiration and P.M.'s
delight, played

Brooke Kencford was ratio of naughty 1o nice.
perfect as the lovable Although the ending 1o
teddy-bear kind of Pame  this play could be sniffed
Minister, quite human  from miles away, this was
despite his flaws.  Neil  not important. ~More im-
Robertson, as the sieely  portant was making the
and immovable Cramond, ~ skeletons in the closet (or
was a great foil for the ladies in the library)
Keneford's more wavering ~ amusing.
character. Rosic  Keneford, the

Rodny, the P.M.'s ser-  director,  succeeded  in
vile secretary who also had  creating and sustaining the
a hand in the goings-on, light-hearted mood that is
was well-portrayed by Rob 5o essential to a farce.

Johnstone. To

Dorothy Beak played  play, well, one must hand
the  endearingly ~ simple it to them. Guts, courage,
wife of the Pime Minister  a blind love for the theatre.
and Margaret Jardine the It must take all of these (o
less Dor

play of

comventions of this form of
doublecntendre and mistaken
wdentity. This form might be get
1ng @ it red, especially cansi
dening the number of promising
new adian themes and
playwrights our there right now
DUE WS faree you wanl, the
Motk seem 10 be the masters
and the source

Woweser, Pardon Me, Prime
Minister was definiely  well-
waged, competently acted and
overall a very good production
af s type

Kanata cast has hit
with political farce

By Barbara Crook
Citizen statt writar

A national budget with crlp-
pling taxes on everything fun.
scandal that threatens to topple
the government. A prime minister
struggling to be nice to visiting
dignitaries and nosy reporters.

1f it weren't for all the women
running around in nothing but
their underwear in Pardon Me,

ime Migister, one could swear
Edward Taylor and John Graham
had written their play about Ca-
nadian current events instead of
! about a fictitious British PM.

‘The events in this farcical romp
through 10 Downing Street are far
from probable.

But they have just enough plau-
sibility to give a little extra bite
to all the fun and games in Ka-
nata Theatre’s enjoyable season-
ending production.

ime minister George Vena-
bles (Brooke Keneford) is prepar-
ing himself for the political conse-
quences of the tough budget being
prepared by his minister of the
exchequer (Neil Robertson), when
a young woman (Jenefer Haynes)
shows up with a secret from the
PM's past that could bring down
the government.

The PM is ready to give in to
her demands for a less severe
budget.

But convincing the dour, peany-

>

alleged "love child”
out just the right

the ladies in the

ess-than-naive . be able to pull it off. |

Theatre review
Pardon Me, Prime Minister
Ksnata Theatre
Earl of March High School,
4 The Parkway, Kanata
May 10-13, 8 p.m.
Saturday matinée, 2 p.m.
—_—
pinching finance minister to
change his plans is another story
— until Venables discovers he's
ot the only one with a scandal to
it

Half the fun of the show is fig- |
uring out which lovely lady is go-
ing 1o show up in her knickers
next. '

Director Rosemary Keneford
demonstrates her usual flair for
farce, although the pace of this
show still drags.
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